
A Week of Mission 

 

At the end of August, East Belfast Mission was privileged to have two groups share in a week of 

Mission.  Nancy from Eastridge Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, writes of her 

experience: 

 

Ten bedraggled travellers arrived at the Dublin airport on Saturday 15
th
 August.  It was 2 a.m. in 

Lincoln, Nebraska, and they were tired. Their flight was late so they missed the bus to Belfast. 

Another bus wouldn’t be available for two hours. Coffee and food were called upon as remedies.   

 

So Bill, Mary, Linda, Neil, Jo, Barry, Alinda, Pam, Nancy, and Melodie the pastor grabbed some 

tables and sought sustenance. Nancy had a full Irish breakfast for the first time and loved it. 

Coffee perked everyone up. Finally they got on the bus for Belfast.  

 

At East Belfast Mission, they met up with Bob, also from Lincoln, Jaelyne of Denver, Colorado, 

and a whole group of folks from New Jersey. The Nebraskans worked hard to stay up all day to 

get in sync with Belfast time, which they did. The East Belfast Mission lovingly served them 

dinner and a new drink, tea with milk. It was good! The group heard a speaker from Youth Link, 

an organization doing peace and reconciliation work with teenagers. Then they rode in the van, 

driven by Billy who was to be their chauffeur for the week, to the Farset International, to sleep at 

last. 

 

Everyone spiffed up for Sunday and heard Margaret preach on, “Without a vision the people 

perish.” After church there was a wonderful dinner with all of the church folks. Vespers ended the 

evening.  The next day, the group’s education began. They saw how high a peace wall was. They 

saw gates that locked at night. They saw murals depicting fighting and guns, symbols of peace 

and memorials to people who had died. They drove by the political office of the IRA. They 

learned how separated the Catholic and Protestant communities were. It was sad and unnerving.  

 

The people from EBM explained that incidents of violence still occurred. “I learned what a 

difficult task they have before them to continue the peace,” said Neil.  “I didn’t understand the 

Troubles and how they are today,” said Jo. “I don’t know that I completely understand them now. 

But I have a much clearer picture.” 

 

The next three days were busy with mission work. Barry and Bill sanded chairs and sorted 

furniture at EBM’s thrift shop.  “At the very end we felt we had made a difference in getting 

things ready for the next step,” said Barry. 

 

Two groups visited elderly homebound people: Linda, Mary, Jalyne and Pam. 

“I opted to visit the elderly because I was interested in their stories,” said Linda. “We visited 

three ladies for an extended time. Two out of the three cried when I left.” One elderly woman 

wanted to give Linda a gift. So she gave her four porcelain cat figurines of her own because 

Linda has a cat. “It’s an experience like that which will touch your heart forever,” said Linda. 

 

Bill and Neil weeded gardens for people. “The people equally enjoyed the contact, they wanted 

someone to visit with,” said Neil. “They kept bringing us things.” 

 

A three-day children’s program kept Alinda, Jo and Nancy on their toes. The first two days had 

games, art, refreshments. Then Jo read out loud “C is for Cornhusker,” an alphabet book about 



Nebraska. Then all 25 kids ages 5 to 11 helped make a “Living in Belfast” alphabet book, Each 

child had a letter and drew a picture of something that started with that letter. For example, “C” 

was for castle and cat. Then the pages were put together to make a book. 

 

The second day they had games and art. Art was the famous tomato drop. The children divided 

into groups and each group made a carrier for a tomato out of foam, egg cartons and balloons. 

The carriers were dropped from a fourth story building. Two teams had tomatoes that didn’t 

smash and they won the competition. The children cheered each time a carrier was dropped. 

 

Then the younger bunch read a book called, “I am a child of God.” The older group read in the 

Bible about Jesus blessing the children and made a play about it, which they performed for the 

younger group.  The third day was a trip to the Transport Museum and a picnic. “I think the kids 

were so great,” said Alinda. “They were so well-behaved. I thought the opportunity to do the field 

trip was wonderful.”  Then it was time for some sightseeing. Two van loads headed up the 

Causeway Coastal Route. The group stopped at the Giant’s Causeway and Dunluce Castle and ate 

fish and chips on the beach. Nancy and Pam put their feet in the ocean. The next day they drove 

into the mountains to see beautiful scenery.  It was almost time to go home. “I learned as much 

from the experience as I’d like to think they learned from us,” said Barry.  “With what the 

mission provided, we gained a lot more than we gave,” said Neil. 

Jo enjoyed the “amazing warmth of the people. My favourite part of the trip was when Mark said 

that when you come into the family of faith, you are a community and you have a common bond. 

That was really true even with people we didn’t know.” 

 

“For me, the highlight was sharing a common vision for serving Jesus Christ with believers in a 

different place, with different experiences, and different issues,” said Melodie, the pastor of 

Eastridge Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska. “Because I worked with the children, the 

best example is Gary, Hannah, Christine, and the volunteers who work with the children, Gary, in 

particular, because of his story, and that he doesn’t let his limitations stop him. Also, connecting 

with Billy, Mark, and Margaret, seeing the love and generosity that went into the hospitality 

extended to us.”   

 

So they all flew home, forever changed by the hearts and the minds of the people they had met 

and by what they had seen and heard. And more than one case of homesickness for Northern 

Ireland and her people has been reported. 

 


